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"Judge lets gays

‘march in parade

South Boston group won't appeal

By Don Aueoin
GLOBE STAFF

Ina ruling that instantly rever-

berated from the courtroom to
. Scuth Boston to the gay communi-
|. "ty citywide, a judge cleared the
‘way yesterday for a gay Irish

group to march in this Sunday’s St.
Patrick’s Day parade.
Citing the group’s constitution-

" al right to freedom of expression

and assembly, Judge Hiller B. Zo-

.- bel of Suffolk Superior Court
.. granted a temporary restraining

order against parade organizers -

who sought to prohibit the Irish-
Ameriean Gay, Lesbian and Bisex-
uzl Pride Committee from march-

ing in the parade. Zobel rejected '

assertions that the marchers would
threaten the safety and enjoyment
of parade spectators, but ordered
that the marchers adhere to strict
conditions governing their behav-
ior.

“A peacezble march is not a

threat to the organizers of the pa-

rade, nor to the city,” said Zobel
“The constitutional right to peace-

in a free society.”

GLOBE STAFF PHOTOS / WENDY MAEDA

OPPOSING VIEWS — The St. Patrick’s parade dispute has
thrust orgdnizer John Hurley and goy rights advocate
Barbra Kay inito the lzmelzght Profiles, Page 26.

ably assemble and express the After a brief hallway huddle

views with which Jarge majorities

disagree is paramount to discourse. Boston parade organizers an-

.with their attorneys, the South’

PARADE, Page 25
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Court allows gay group to march

'I PARADE
Contlued from Page 1

rounced they would not appeal Zo- .
" beP's decision, which weans that this
" Bunday - for the first lime in the 91-

year history of the 84, Patrlck's Day
parade in Beston - an openly gay
gvoup will be marching under its
own banner.

- Gay activists hailed the decision
aB a precedent-setting tefunph over
discrimination and said elected city
officials, including Mayor Flynn, a
HBouth Boston natfve, should march

twith the gay geoup to help guarantee .

ita safety, But it was the cultnral im-
plications of Zobel's decision, and the
more immediate fasue of easing ten-
sjong in Uime for & peaceful parade
oh Sunday, that preoccupied both
des of the dispute yesterday.
3+ M feel fabulons,” declaved Bar-
bra Kay, leader of the gay Irish
group, who Naghed Eha thumbs-up
gign as she emerged from the court-
room, “Thig is a victory for everyone,
ot just gays and leshiang and bisex-
uals, We're taﬂung abuut the rights
of all minorities.”
i~ “I've never been prouder tobhen
gay Ivish-American, siressing the
word Ameriean,” sald Patrick Ward,
dnother member of the group. “This
i3 an historic day. I think a new age
is beginning, one of tolerance.”
Conaiderably less enthusiastie,
but generally resigned to their de-
feat, were members of the South
Boaton Allied War Veterans Council,

. the parade's organizers, Council

members sald -they hope the focus

. will now return to the parade, &

-¢chérighed annual event in South
Boston that drew 760,000 speciators
last year, and away from a dispute
that in the past week has recast a
celebratlon of Ivlsh heritage as a civ-
il rights dispute,

- “They won,” shirugged John Hur-
ley, parade ehief of staff. “It's not my
Job to worry anmynore.” Hurley cited
ag a partial victory the fact that the
judge ordered stringent conditions
on the pavticipation of the marchers.

+ Parade adjutant Gene Vaillan-

court, ong of the defendants {n the -

lawsuit, said after Zobel's valing: "1
haope the people in Southle will do
like we're dolng, and abide by his de-
clglon.”

Themas J. Lyona, pavads mar-
ahal sald Zobel's rullug means it 1s

Hmy obligation now to make swre

this paradé gets back on track and
the focus veturns o the parade”
However, Lyons added: "1 still don’t
see this social elub as a legitinate or-
ganization, T feel they did, in es-
sence, deceive me.”

The statenents by Lyons, Ward
and Kay were reminders of the per-
ponat nature and symbelic welght

the dispute ascquired in the 10 days.

-gince the South Boston veterans de-
nied the gay Irish group permission
‘to march, Into the venerable vessel
of the S, Patrick's Day parade was
poured gay activiam, ethnic pride,
tusf consciousness and political rivale
Ty,
‘The Queer Nation Ik

Members ‘of the gay group con-
‘tended they wanted only to express
pride in thelr Ivish heritage. The
veterans' organization, citing the
‘membership of the group's leaders
In the gay activist group Queer Na-
‘tion, maintained that Kay had imis-
répresented her group and that it
was intent on disrupting a-parade

"both sides and Zobel for

‘The constitutional right to peaceably
assemble and express the views with
which large majorities disagree is
paramount to disconrse in a i’ree

society,

JUDGE HILLER B. ZOBEL
Suffolk Superior Court
|

the veterans, who have run the pa-
rade since 1948, have laborved to
make a family event after years
when it was marred by public drink-
ing-

The matter landed in Suffolk Su-
perior Court Tuesday when the gay

Ivish group filed a lawsuil against’

the veterans, the Gity of Boston and
Flyna.

That Flynn. was named in the
suit was ironje, given that he had
supported the request of the gay
marchers te participate alter initially
straddling the fence. But attorneys
for the gay Ivish group included the
clty in the suit because, they said, it
is a cosponsor of the parade by dint
of its $8,000 annual contribution to
the pavade and the fact that parade
organizers use the city seal on their
stationery.

Last night, Fiynn commended
“taking
positive steps today to defuse the
controversy so that families can en-
Joy the parade Surwlay without un-
hecessary tensions.”

Flynn is scheduled to be in
Novthern Iveland on the day of the
paradle and a spokesman said the
mayor has no plans to cancel his trip
to remain In Boston.

Flynn was drawn into the dispute
betwrean two constituencies: the gen-
erally conservative South Boston
neighborheod where he has lived all
Ms life, and a gay conmunity that
viewed the parade ban as discrimina-
tory, © ’

Flynw's attompts last week to
mediate between the two camps
proved fruitlees, and pressure grew
on him te take a public atand, He did
so last Friday, nrging that the gay
group be altowed to march after Kay
gigned an agreement with police thnt
the gay contingent would mumber no

_ more than 25 marcliers ‘who Would)t(henﬁhg
-hehave in "a peaceful and ordel‘lx
“manner,”

One hanner, ne “ehjects”

Those canditions were reiterated
ih Zobel's vuling yesterday, along
with a requivement that the march-
ers kold “a single cloth banner, car-
ried at waist-level.” The marchera
eanot caivy lacards or posters,
and eamiol disteibate pamphlets or
“any objects whatsover,” Zobel said
with heavy emphasia,

The speeter of condom-tossing
gay radicals has been raised by op-
ponemts of the gay marchers, and
was rafsed again yesterday in conrt
by Chester Darting, Husley's attor- "
ney.

Darling contended that gay Insh
group members misrepresented
themselves as “a benign social club,
and are in faet members of Queer
Nation, which has a history of vio-
lence in this town” Three group
leaders, including Kay, belong Lo
Queer Matlon.

Ellen Wade, attorney for the gay

Trish group, told the jucge that Kay

“did indeed inform these peaple of
het inembership in Queer Nation be-
fore she applied for the permit,”
In the audience, Lyons shook liis
head and said quietly: “She «idn't.”
Kay later backed away from the
statenent and acknowledged in an

nterview after the heaving that she

eoukl not vemember if she spoeifical-
Ly told Lyons of her Queer Nation
meinbership,

Darling cited the hmlmg of con.
doms by gay activists at_newly or-
dained priests outside Holy Cross

*Cathedeal in June 1990, a time when -

Queer Natlon had not yet organized
in the Boston area. Queer Nation
staged a protest in Jaruary daring a
Boston appearance by New York
Cavdinal John O'Connor; an event
that became an issue in the parade
dispute when veterans couneil mem-
bers weva shown a hewspapet article
in which Kay was identified as a
member of Queer Nation and quoted
as calling O"Connor a “homophabe.”
"It's lights out; therg'll be vio-,

. lence if spectators recognize people|

who threw condoms or protested:
Cardinal ¢Connor,” predicted Dar-
ling.

. Inspliredl by New York group

Kay and Ward said the group's
26 marchers wilt be of Trish descent
and represent a “eross-sectlon of the
gay cannmmity.”

‘The Bogton growp has said it was
“inepired by a aimitar group, which ia
- suing in federal cowrt. for the right to

take part in New York's St. Patrick's
Day parade next Tnesday. The New
York parade is sponsored by a pri-
vate Roman Catholie group, .

{1+ Underseoring the “politieal son.

text in which the dispute has played |-

out, Gity Councllor James Kelly
(South Buoston) and top mayoral alde

1. Sultjvan . ajtended ye?t,erdafs
sla

7. Flynpy

tepresehited by hls corporation cotn:
sol, Al Walils, who sought to disen-
gage the city's case from that of its
cadefendant, the South Boston Al-
liet War Veterans Council. Wallls
made clear in statements to Zobel
that Fiynn and the eity believed the
gay Iiish group, having signed the
agreement with the Police Depart-
ment’s Community Disorders Unit,
had the right to march,

Qbiservera differed yesterday on

"hew South Beston residents will

react to the gay marchers. on Sun-
day. Some residents have vowed to
boyeott the parade or turn thelr
backs if the gay marchers partici-
pate, while others have zaid South
Boston is more open to diversity
than its ctitles suppose and predict-
ed there will be noe trouble.

“Most of the people in South
Boston me not homeophobie,” said
Arline Tengcson of the Massachu-
setts Gay and Lesbian Political Cau-
cus. “Most of themn cither support
this contingent marching or they

Jvad not present, was |
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comddn't care Jess.”

But Jehn Ciccone of the South
Bosten Information Center sald
tersely: “These marchers are march-
Ing at their own risk.”

Added Kelly: “To many, they're
gaing to be unwelcome guests.”

Kelly, who originally revealed
Kays Queer Naticn membershly to
the veterans council, angrily waved
Kay ofi after the case was hesrd
when she tried to speak to him while
he was conferring with Hurley, Ly-
ons and the attorneys,

Gov. Weld said he was not sur-
prised by the decision and agreed
that the group should be allowed to
taarch, He said he Is not marching in
the parade, “but 1 never was. I dide't
oph in or out. It just wasw't on my

- schedule,”

“I did call on the mayor to do
what was necessary o they could
march, but I don’t think 1'm going to

call on him fo march with them, !

Weld added.

Giobe writer Teresn Hanafin contrib.
whed to this vepord,

Gay rights cas®

ATLANTA - A ferderal ju
fused to dismiss a diserim
lawsnit filed by a leshian
whose boss, Geargia's attoyne
eral, fired her when he found »
planned to have a martiage ¢
ny with a waman.

Atlorney General Michae

.ers, who dismissed Robin -

Tnat, fall, said such a marriag
be illegal under state law a
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