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PROVIDENCE — The possibility
Phertand High School senior prom w
Eurose tn-tIS District Court here yesterday
the court suit of & gay male student.
W:’ Cumberiang High Principal Richard B. Lynch,
=~ wafter more than four hours on the stand, told US
> *District Court Chief Justice Raymond J. Pettine
-~ *that_if the court-rutes—18-year-oid Aaron Fricke
v shouid be allowed foattend the dance with another
.. avowed homosexual. “cancellation would have to be
.considered.” -
;. Lynch has denied Fricke acoess-to the May 30
senior reception at Pleasant Valley Country Club in
- - Suttor—Mass—because ne wanted to bring Paul
'Guilbert as his date. _
- Guilbert last year was denied admittance to the
. Cumberland.seniar.reception because he wanted to

that The-Gum-
ifl be canceled
because of

%

. .bring another male.
" Judge Pettine, after hearing legal arguments and
‘agreeing to accepl briefs from both -sides, took the
- case under advisement and promised to make a de-
sion before the prom. ‘ . :
TSy T thie twoday hearing,

-eke-gro Oty

’

““’"'""CBW ast

hefeared for theirsafety. -~ g
“Fricke, whose case has been backed by the Na
tional Gay Task Force, was punched in the face by *
a student in a schodl corridor last week. Fricke suf:
fered a five-stitch wound.and a black eye. = -

On the stand yesterday;Lyneh said he could not.
guarantee” the safety of the gay-paif outside the
dance itself..... . . ' S,
—He sald there was a possibility that Fricke’s car |3
could be forced off the road en route to. the prom,. §

e T Tt E potential-dumger- T tHE-pRrKis T Lo
and in the reatrooms. ' s :

One of Fricke's two attorneys, John Ward; ¢ross-
_examimng tynch, suggested that Lynch or onesof 7
his assistants could’ drive the gay coupie to the -
dance, thus ensuring Fri -

cke's safety.
He also sugg

t-teachers gonid accompa-
ny.the couple to the restroom to protect them.
“I don't belleve that is my {esponsibility."_l,l}nch A
answered. ‘
Lynch said

the fact that.the prom was being

RIS | N
held |1

outside Rhode Islands the fact-that he begieved the
the affair could 1 8

couple’s ppearance at f to a dis~ |
. turbance by other students and heavy media cover:.,

—;—-age-—wduld;éll-Eoﬁfributc to- the possibility of vie-~ G
lence. ST ,:ﬁ,.;-ﬁmif




